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1 . AT APRIL 26 MEETING BELGIAN DEL STEVENS MADE HIS AN- 
TICIPATED STATEMENT. HE SAID HIS AUTHORITIES REALIZED 
FROM BILATERAL CONTACTS WITH OTHER DELS THAT MAY 15 
DISCUSSION WOULD ALLOW TOO LITTLE TIME FOR PRIOR CONSI- 
DERATION OF BELGIAN PROPOSAL IN CAPITALS. BELGIUM THERE- 
FORE PROPOSED POSTPONE DISCUSSION UNTIL SEPTEMBER, 

WHEN IT HOPED ALL MEMBERS WOULD BE REPRESENTED "AT HIGH 
LEVEL". HE SAID OBJECT OF PROPOSAL WAS TO END THE "PARA 
LYSIS" WHICH HAD AFFLICTED THE COMMITTEE IN RECENT YEARS. 

2. AFTER WELCOMING DECISION TO POSTPONE, USDEL READ INTO 
THE RECORD COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS CONTAINED REF A, AS 
AMENDED BY REFS B AND C. HE FURTHER AMENDED QUESTION G 
BY SUBSTITUTING PHRASE "MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT" FOR 
FIRST AND THIRD MENTION OF WORD "ITEMS". IN TENTATIVE 
REPLY, STEVENS REPEATED THAT FIRST QUESTION WAS BYPASSED 
BY TERMS OF FORMAL PROPOSAL AND ADDED THAT HE COULD NOT 
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NOW CITE MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT THAT WOULD MEET OBSO- 
LESCENCE TEST; THIS WOULD DEPEND ON INITIATIVES BY IN- 
TERESTED MEMBERS. ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS B- F WERE RATHER 
VAGUE AND UNSATISFACTORY. APPARENTLY MISSING POINT OF G, 

HE MERELY REPEATED THAT UNANIMITY WOULD BE REQUIRED BY 
HIS PROPOSAL TO KEEP UNDER EMBARGO GOODS JUD- 
GED OBSOLETE. USDEL REJOINED THAT ALL QUESTIONS WERE 
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HIGHLY RELEVANT AND WENT TO THE VERY HEART OF THE MATTER. 
HE MAINTAINED THAT THE COMMITTEE WAS ENTITLED TO AT 
LEAST A FEW EXAMPLES OF MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT WHICH 
THE BELGIANS VIEWED AS MEETING OBSOLESCENCE TEST. RE- 
GARDING QUESTION G, HE POINTED OUT THAT IT POSED THE 
PROCEDURAL PROBLEM OF RECONCILING TWO DIAMETRICALLY OP 
POSED STANDARDS: UNANIMITY FOR ANY CHANGE IN EMBARGO 
COVERAGE (COCOM'S TRADITIONAL RULE) AND UNANIMITY TO 
KEEP EMBARGOED. HOW WAS THIS CONTRADICTION TO BE RESOL- 
VED? 

3. FRENCH, GERMAN, ITALIAN AND UK DELS, ALTHOUGH WITHOUT 
INSTRUCTIONS, ALL VOICED GENERAL SYMPATHY WITH PRINCIPLE 
OF BELGIAN PROPOSAL, BUT WELCOMED POSTPONEMENT OF DIS- 
CUSSION. JAPANESE DEL SAID HE WOULD SUPPORT ANY IDEA 

TO SIMPLIFY COCOM PROCEDURES. 

4. COMMITTEE THEN SET TENTATIVE DATE OF OCTOBER 3 FOR 
DISCUSSION, US AND NETHERLANDS AD REFERENDUM. MATTER 
WILL BE REVIEWED AND FINAL DATE SET AT COMMITTEE'S NEXT- 
TO-LAST MEETING BEFORE SUMMER RECESS, PROBABLY JULY 5. 

5. COMMENT: IT WAS REGRETTABLE THAT AT THIS MEETING US- 
DEL WAS EXCEPTIONALLY ILL-SUPPLIED WITH INSTRUCTIONS 
BOTH ON CASES BEFORE THE COMMITTEE FOR FIRST TIME AND 
AND ON THOSE RESCHEDULED, AS WELL AS ON DUTCH PROPOS- 
AL FOR OSCILLOSCOPES, ON WHICH THE US ALONE HAS BEEN 
UNABLE TO TAKE A POSITION FOR SIX MONTHS. THIS WAS EX- 
ACTLY THE KIND OF PERFORMANCE WHICH HAS CONTRIBUTED SO 
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MUCH TO DEEP CURRENT DISSATISFACTION WITH COCOM AND HAS 
IN PART INSPIRED THE UK AND BELGIAN EFFORTS TO AMEND 
THE CRITERIA. 

6. IT IS CLEAR THAT BELGIAN PROPOSAL, IF ADOPTED WOULD 
BE HARMFUL TO COCOM AS WELL AS VERY DIFFICULT TO IMPLE- 
MENT IN ITS PROCEDURAL ASPECTS, AND THAT BELGIANS HAVE 
NOT REALLY THOUGHT IT THROUGH. THAT SAID, IT WOULD BE A 
MISTAKE TO IGNORE THE GROUNDSWELL OF SYMPATHY AMONG 
OTHER DELS FOR ALMOST ANY IDEA WHICH WILL SOMEHOW MAKE 
COCOM MORE FLEXIBLE AND MORE RESPONSIVE TO THEIR VIEWS. 

7. REQUEST INSTRUCTIONS AS TO WHETHER OCTOBER 3 IS AC- 
CEPTABLE FOR DISCUSSION OF BELGIAN PROPOSAL. 

TURNER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLICIES, ARMS, STRATEGIC TRADE CONTROLS, EXCEPTIONS LIST, EMBARGOES, MEETING REPORTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 29-Apr-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 19770ECDP12592 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: XI 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 52-0241 
Format: TEL 
From: OECD PARIS 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1977044/aaaaadev.tel 

Line Count: 112 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: aaa02aa2-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EB 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 STATE 70982, 77 OECD PARIS 11752 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 01 -Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2755449 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: BELGIAN PROPOSAL ON OBSOLESCENCE 
TAGS: ESTC, BE, US, COCOM 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/aaa02aa2-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



